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Dr. Elizabeth Kaufman

Wolves at the Biblical Zoo

Let us for a moment contemplate the wolf. In history, mythology

and religion the wolf is either seen as the hero or the symbol of

evil. For the most part people feel it represents evil. Think of the
big bad wolf, Little Red Riding Hood, the Three Little Pigs and
werewolves. Local histories from around the world talk about 11
man-eating wolves, 9 mythological nasty wolves, and 175 books
dealing with Lycanthropy — turning into a wolf or werewolf.
People have been writing books about werewolves since
medieval time when theologically it was considered to be a
satanic beast with a craving for human flesh. The first ever was a
book called The Satyricon by Petronius around 61AD. The next
175 include such icons of literature as Harry Potter and Twilight.
OK, maybe we won’t talk about books.

On the good side, the wolf is a symbol of strength, intelligence,
ability to work in groups, with far more developed instincts than
dogs. The wolf is a powerful symbol to Native Americans and
other aboriginal groups. There are 43 sports teams are named after
wolves, 8 astrological bodies, stars or comets, 5 municipal areas
in the US, 2 bands, 4 battleships, and 4 international or national
prizes. Anyway you look at it the wolf is an apex predator, at the
top of the food chain and it’s only real threat is man.

Wolves are a social animal, travelling in nuclear families
consisting of a mated pair, accompanied by the pair's adult
offspring. It feeds primarily on large ungulates, though it also eats
smaller animals, livestock, carrion, and garbage. There are two
subspecies of wolf in Israel, the Arabian Wolf: Canis lupus arabs
found in Southern Israel in small pockets. The Indian Wolf or
Eurasian Grey Wolf subspecies, Canis lupus pallipes is found in
northern Israel. According to the Israel Nature and Parks
Protection Authority (INPPA) there are only about 400 wolves in
Israel. Approximately 100 live in the Golan Heights and the rest
in the southern Arava, eastern Galilee and on Mt. Gilboa. It is
considered an achievement in that wolves have been completely
destroyed in neighboring countries while the population is being
rejuvenated in Israel where they are a protected species.

On July 2 The Israeli Wolf Exhibit is opening at the Zoo. In the
spring of 2011, the INPPA brought three baby wolves to the zoo
that they had found in someone’s basement in the north. Named
Jason, Jane and Julie the 6week old siblings were thin and fearful.
They are still timid but have grown well and patiently waited for
their new home to be finished. They were kept in the Roo House
for about 9 months then moved to temporary quarters in a quieter
area of the zoo. The new Exhibit "Living with the Wolves" - A
Gift of Fondation Segré, Switzerland. It is located just past the
male Asian Elephant enclosure on the way to Noah' Ark and
much of the new plantings were done by our visitors on Tu
B’Shvat. Like the Sumatran Tiger Exhibit you will be inside and
the wolves outside. In the future the trees planted should provide
shade and hides for this reticent animal. Jason, Julie and Jane are
now just over two years old, sleek strong and beautiful. They will
be joined in the future by a few more wolves to make their pack
complete. Come and see them and don’t for a minute think that a
wolf is like a dog. Their behavior is different, their look is
different and a wolf doesn’t really move like a dog. They have a
grace of movement lacking in domestic dogs and it is worth
coming to watch them float around their new home. We look
forward to sharing them with you.
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